“Adventurcs in lndlgem e”

LalUHA SPENCER PORTER = one
of our great orviginale. Ter es-
says come a8 o fresh draught 10 a waste
of dusty platitudes, easeful and capti-
valing where so many writers in this feld
are flat and dreary. Adventures in In-
digence will not disnppeint those who
have learned to expeet satisfaction nnd
delight from this versatile entertainer. In
addition to being an wrigival she is an in-
tellectual and she stroggles in vain agninst
being elussed as a sentimenlalist. This
charge her greatest admirers must admit,
but we need not admit it as n fualt. It
is sentimental to cherish mice in bne's
heart. Brooms and umbrellas follow
hard on the discovery of their presence
smong the practiof, and yet we would
not sucrifiee The Disappoimtments and
Viciasitudes of Miee for any vaunted
superiority.

In speaking of our cnstom of describ-

_ ing mice as destructive she imagines one
seeking newspaper for his nest, “suddenly
endowed with the ability (o read the inky
characters. He pauses in amaze,” she
continues, “his eyes balge and devour the
news beadily. And what news it i1s! Stag-
gering statisties of men and officers killed
sinee our great war's beginming! His
hand goes over his heart to quiet ils vio-
lent beating. Ah, what a raee of gods
they are! Or he reads from u recent ae-
eount of the bayonet practice at Platis-
burg:

“*Aim for the vitals. Do not fire until
you feel your bayonel stick. Thus vou
will shatter the bone and you ean then
withdraw the hlade. At the same time
try to trip your enemy with the left foot,
so thut he will fall forward.’

“None of this is elear to lim. This is
the deportment, without doubt, of the
immortal geds! Fapey the consequences
of hus altempting to Lrip kis enemy, the
mouse trap, or the cat, or the terrier, with
his lefl foot!”

The Adventures in Indigence coneern
“the mysterious and imponderable powers
of the poor;” a wealth of philosophy and
humor which we could iil spare. Here
you may become acquainted with Mnus-
grove, most deleetable of beggars, and his
lessers. The essays eannot be said Lo be
in praise of beggars but rather in appre-
ciation. Deggars and mice and Mrs. Por-
ter’s inexhanstible fund of ongimalily,
and what a charming thing has been made
of them! Nothing more fiiting could be
imagined as a gift hogk fhan this gavly
bound little volume.
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Modern American Wnters

Howard W. Cook, author of “Our Poets of To-day.
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By CONSTANCE MURRAY GREENE
OFFAT, YARD & CO. are bring-

ing ot a library in instalments

The Modetn Amerivan Writers Series has
begmn and is guing by leaps and bounds
Volume I, 7he Women Who Make Our
Novels, by ftwramt M. Overton, covers
thirty-two of the foremost women novel-
ista. A gigantie task von will think, but
wait until yvon see Volume IL, Howard
Willard Cook’s sixty eight yard dash, esch

yard representing one of Owr Poets of
To-day.

The choice of Mr. (Wverton as eurator
of novelists 15 a singularly wise ome. In
such a work it 15 very essential that we be
not given the thghts and fancies of “liter-
ary lughbrows.” “There is no such thing
as literary values m writing,” be says,
“There ure no hterary values, only val-
ues in life.” And again, “It is fo be
feared that thiz is no book for the Titer-
ary highbrow.” But a lower forehead and
a brouder outlook have their advaniages.”
They have, for instance, as his famous
chapter in defence of the author of Lad-
die shows, great advaotages for Mrms
Porfer. This chapler and severul olhers
appeared in Books and the Bovk World
Mr. Overton cun sluost make you believe
that vou would love to vead a thing
that you already know vou hate, sueh is
his power of persuasion and the sanity of
his argumenis. Nol even a friend would
dare acvuse him of being a “literary high-
brow,” which by the wav 18 bis pel de-
teslation, or an encmy of having saerificed,
hy the breadth and generosity of his oul-
luok, penetralon or spontaneity.

This young man who Las been called a
Itl'l‘l'l.l'\ reparter =thirs up the women and
their novels w.th a large, honest spoon,
and the result s a volume which we will
read for pleasure and refer to for infor-
mation, delightful in the first instance
and invaluable in the second. “The best
thing in the baok,” he says, “is not mine,
but the letter from Mary 5. Watls,” The
best thing about the book to our mind ia
that it i= writlen hy a person who is ab-

-solutely unafraid and who sives us wath

“ARPER & BROTHERS * never failing fresliness of expression and
Established 1817, New York from a wholly orimnal "'l'\-:'!mil'ft an
amazing amount of new materal con-

cerning interesting people. .
== =—=—=————— He explains why a novelist who writes
“ywretchedly” keeps one up all night when
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Many such things are explained in his
philosophy and explaimed in a friendly
and appreciative manner, but when Mr.
Overton says, “Bah®” somelimes
does, he means it.

The task which fe!l to Mr. Cook in this
aries, that of inelnding sivtv-sight eon-

as he

temporary poets in o 200 page volume, was
almost imsurmountable. 1f be hud died,
a5 he had every right to afler 1t was done,
witieism would be a painful matter. Tt
wounld be hard to say anything agminst a
task whieh had killed its master. If you
arve clever at avithwelic you will be able
to calnlll.e at once that Fur ench author,
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sl the spuese heen squally dhvided, there
would be thres pages. When we say that
a sample of the poet’s verse has been given
in every ease in addition te a sketeh of
the poot's life, vou will know just abous
what to expect. It's a Who's Who m
American Poetry with the verse added and
some list of the poet's published works.

There has never been, to our knowledge,
s0 unhiassed a book wriften hout poetry.
It s an unkmows thing Tor anyv ome o
write with absslute kindliness of such a
variely of (his most personal of arts. But
the wrapper of Mr. Cook’s book says thas
his purpese “is not that of eritie, but thut
of one who would present for poeiry
lovers and those who would know more
abo 't living Amerienn poets their most
distinguishing chametenstios.” Person-
ally we should bave preferred less Chris-
tnity and more individaality, and yet wa
realize the impossibility of doing justice
in any mensure to one’s opinions where
vou havent room to strefeh. His ides
of balance puzzles us. He gives seven
pages to Cale Young Rice, six to Charles
Divine, six {v Carl Sandbarg, to Ridgely
Torrence and Franets Carlin-one apiees,
and (o Margaret Widdemer two short par-
;;;"I":-p&rl and i poein.

Mr. Cook hos goversd his ground in-

distrinn-'s and he has done it without
nner wing the cloven hoof of the
e eritie,  He |ms dealt with .‘.ﬂ,

loell, John Gould Fletcher, Clement
Wood, Vachel 'Lindsay aml Edgar Les
Musters und all the rest, and he has done
it (eover vour fnees!) without ome um-
fnendly word! His beok should be use-
ful 1o those whe want to make a first gen-
eral acquaintance with present day Amer-
rean poets

The publishers promise as a third vol-
unw of the series The Wen Who WNake
Our Nurvels, by George Gordun, lo appear
late mext spring. ;

THE WOMEN WHO MAKE OUBR
NOVELS., By Gmawr M Oveevon.
Moffst, Yard & Co. $1.50.

OTR POETS OF TO-DAY. Br Fowazp
Waiann Coon. Moffat, Yard & Co. $1.50.

cheers turn to groans as he adds that Joha
Could Fleicher “marks an epoch in the
literature of the English speaking world.”
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If Dad is fond of a good detective story, buy him
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SIEGFRIED SASSOON

The introduction by his friend and fellow poet as well as com-
r: de-in-arms, Robert Nichols, reveals the poet’s growth from a
writer of nature verses of incomparable beauty to the intense
lover of humanity, writing of w r with a tgoignant simplicity
that carried his poems like wild fire along
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