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My dear Josephine,

It seems that if I have gained you for a friend after all, «Have I?»
the hope of that was near the side of its graive.

Of course I was so pleased when I saw your picture and what they
says about it but not so much if it was just little letter from you to me
which will open the door of our friendship. And as I says that the hope
of getting a Letter from you was allmost dead. till your letter arrived
which did tell me great more that was what was in it of words. O, how
hapy I was? How glad? So hapy that the tongue of poor pen can not put
my joy in words.

You can see that I allway feel disconted when I come to write En-
glish because I know not how to translate my thought as I want, but
perhaps you won’t mind that, and I think In know enough to tell you
(that I will keep your friendship in middest of my heart, and over that
many many milles of land and sea I will allways have a certane love for
you and will keep the thought of you near my heart and will be no sep-
peration between you and my mind) O, if I know better English or if you
know Arabic it will be great pleasure to us still I will prommis that I will
write to you all what I know and do, hoping that you will write to me
sometime telling me about you, and all what you write will give me plea-
sure.

Yes 1did kept you in mind so long, as you said in your letter «for I
allways keep things of that sort» and for a certane thing I am just like a
camera and my heart is the plat, why? I kept you because your face seems
to tell me somethings when I ever thinks of it, not that I will forget when
you spoke with me by your own self that night in Mr. Day’s exhibition.
At the same night I asked Mr. Day who is the lady in black he said «She
is Miss Beabody a young poet and her sister is an artist» What a hapy
family « said I, love to know them». And after that time, days past so
readily that I did not seen you to know you more, untell the love of wis-
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dom caryed me over that long distance and put me in Byrouth in a college
studying Arabic and French and many things beside.

Syria is very nice country so old ruen (ruins) found in many places it
so defrance to America it is very silence more in the country in the vil-
lages like mine where people are all of one kinde of heart they love
eachother and they dont do very much work like the people in America
for they only work in their ground, Rich and poor are seems to be very

happy.

I wonder what make you know that I love silence and quite pleaces,
why, yes I.do and I realy could hear its beautiful music, I wonder do you
ever set in a dark silenceroom lessening to the music of the rain so calm
that is (won’t you writeme?? I will tell you many thing in my next litter)
From your far far friend

Kabhlil Gibran.
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Wednesday
51 West 10th Street

Dear Madame Giacobbé,

I have had Mariita for three good hours. She is certainly the most
terrible and yet most acceptable Boss that [ have ever known. I have nick-
named her «Nirona»!!

But in spite of all I would rather have her for a daughter than anything
else in the world - - and suffer sweetly through the rest of my life!

I envy you, madame, but you have my sympathy!

And it is joy to know Mariita - and perhaps I shall have the pleasure of
meeting her mother soon.

Cordially yours,
Kahlil Gibran
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76 Tyler Street, Boston, Mass.
May 19, 1920

Dear Princess,

Whatever you do in the future, you must never live in Boston! To
me it is a city of dead silences where nothing is done. People here live on
pale memories, and though they have many fine churches they are really
less kind than any other people of any other city. Of course I have a num-
ber of good friends here, but they themselves do not like Boston. They live
here as if they were exiled.

I wanted to see you, Mariita before leaving New York, but I was not
fortunaté enough. And I also wanted to see the photographs you took of
me and the studio - I mean the last half dozen . I hope they are better than
the first lot. It seems that your camera was full of spirits and ghosts during
that coffee party. We must have another party when I return to New York.
And of course we must have your mother. In fact the party will be given in
her honor and not in yours!

Write to me, dear, sweet Princess,and tell me that you are well and
happy in the happiness of these spring days.

And may god bless you and keep you always,

Ever your sincere Uncle,
Kabhlil Gibran
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Postmarked May 26, 1920 .

Dear Princess,

No one can write a sweeter letter than you can. And 1 am sure that no
other princess can make a drawing half as charming as any of your draw-
ings. I am indeed proud of my niece.

I have not been well, Mariita; and with it all I had to give two lectures.
Let me assure you that a poet’s life in these days is not a dream spent in the
blessed land beyond the seven seas. Human beings have a way of reducing
a poet to a machine - and 1 do not like it.

No, Mariita, you are not a Ford or a Rolls Royce, and your apartment
is not a garage. You are a princess living in the ivory tower beyond the en-
chanted mountain. A princess can be disguised, and very cleverly dis-
guised, but her uncle always knows who she is and what and where she is.
Uncles, like mothers, are capable of knowing much more than you think
they do.

I fear that I shall have to stay another week in this city of strange sha-
dows. I was forced to make engagements which, of course, I must fulfill.
As I said before, humanity has broken the wings of poets and they cannot
fly when they want to. And how good and sweet of you to say that you miss
your uncle. It goes without saying that your uncle misses you very much.

I shall be very happy to come and see you and your mother as soon as I
return. And we certainly must have a party at the studio.

And may the blessings of the heavens be upon you always, sweet dear
Mariita.
Ever your faithful Uncle,
Kahlil Gibran

Please remember me to your mother. Tell her I was very happy to
know her.

With kindest thoughts and a thousand blessings upon the sweet spirit

of Mariita from.
her devoted uncle

Kahlil Gibran
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(Postmarked June 22, 1920 - New York)

My dear Princess,

I came home about ten days ago but I was so unwell that I had to leave
town and go to the country. And here I am back again to the old and silent
studio.

You have been often in my thoughts but knowing that your days were
too full of schools I did not write nor did I insist on hearing from you. I real-
ize what the last week of school is; for once upon a time, I too was in school
- though you may not believe it.

And had I known that you were to have a birthday, I would have
taken a part in the celebration of the joyous event. Anyhow I can still do
something. It is never too late to sing a song.

Will you not telephone me soon? I shall be so happy to hear from you.

With blessings upon you, I am

Ever Your faithful uncle
Kabhlil Gibran
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(Postmarked July 19, 1920)

My dear Princess,

How can I write you a nice letter in this upset studio? I cannot even find
a good paper to write on or a place to sit upon.

It grieves me beyond words to hear that you have been ill. Why should
sweet little angels be ill? I cannot believe it. But was it really the angel in
you that was ill or that other little person? I would rather not call that other
person by its right name!

I do hope and pray that you are well now. You must always be well
and strong and happy. Otherwise your uncles - and they are so many - will
be very unhappy. We have no other niece but you, and in taking care of
yourself you will be taking care of all of us. Do you see the point?

Please write to me and say that you are well. The princess that lives in
the ivory tower must be strong enough to carry the weight of her crown and
her scepter and strong enough to rule her vast kingdom.

And may god keep you and protect you always.

vour faithful Uncle,
Kahlil Gibran

\o¢
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Postmarked July 23, 1920

I am so sorry, sweet dear princess, that your friend has met with a mis-
hap. I hope that all will be well with him now that you are nursing him.
How can it be otherwise.

I was more than happy to receive your letter and all the sweet things in
it. However - I think you are a great tease. What would you do if youdonot
find an uncle to tease? I think you would turn your back to the moon and
tease your own shadow!

Ever your faithful and loving uncle
Kahlil Gibran

Please write and say that your friend is getting better.

‘oA
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Saturday
(Postmarked August 14, 1920)

76 Tyler St. Boston Mass.

My dear Princess

Did I preach too much yesterday afternoon? I fear I did - and I am in a
way sorry. But you see we, your real friends, want the very best of things
for you. We want you to rise and grow and be a wonderful person - because
we believe that you can do it. And I am so glad your sweet mother agrees
with me on some things. She is very wise and she knows all the good and
blessed things that should be yours. You must be very proud and very hap-
py in having such a mother.

Here I am preaching again! I think it is in my blood!.

I am not going away until Monday or Tuesday . Do write to me to
Boston. I want so much to hear about the things you are doing. And will
you not be sweet enough to send me copies of the photographs we took
yesterday? I hope they are a success this time!.

Please Remember me to your mother. Tell her I was very happy to
know her.

With Kindest thoughts,and a thousand blessings upon the sweet spirit
of mariita from her

devoted uncle
Kalil Gibran

Twitter: @ketab_n '
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Wednesday
(Postmarked August 18, 1920)

My dear Princess,

It was so sweet of you to write to me and to send me the photographs.
I think they are a great success and I really like them very much. After all
the studio is not haunted - and perhaps you are a bit disappointed! But if
you want those spirits to continue their strange work in the place wherg I
live - if you really and truly want them back I shall pray God that they may
return. There are good spirits everywhere, dear sweet Mariita. They are all
about us. I think they help us to do noble and beautiful things. And I be-
lieve that all the good spirits love you - of course they do - and naturally they
would not play tricks with your camera.

I love the illustrations in your letter. The more I see of your,work the
stronger I feel about your choosing art for expressing yourself. I think that
is your greatest gift.

Your mother and I did not disagree on anything- did we? If we did I do
not remember it! But you know best! you always know so much - and what
is there for us to do but enjoy your knowledge?

Greetings to your mother and the sweetest thoughts for you from.

your faithful uncle
Kahlil Gibran

¥Yes I would like very much to have six copies of that nice photograph
of me. (I mean the standing one). Will you not order for me? And I shall
pay for them when I return.

\1e
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Wednesday
(postmarked August 25, 1920 - Boston)

My dear Princess,

I returned from a trip to the country and found your letter together
with the six photographs. How good and sweet you are, dear, dear,
Mariita, to take the trouble of getting these copies for me; and so quickly
too!

But your letter was very unsatisfying. It was only the ghost of a letter!
And a thin ghost at that! But I understand just how things are at home.
Have I not been myself in the same state of affairs less than a month ago?
Human memory is not very active, is it?.

Some of my friends here thought that your pictures (I mean the pic-
tures of you) were very beautiful. I told them that you were as good and as
sweet and as gifted as you were beautiful. And they believed me. Perhaps 1
did not tell the whole truth. Perhaps I should have spoken of other things in
you! May God forgive me for what I did not say! But what can a man say
about his own niece? He must be silent about some things!

Write to me when you can and tell me that you are well and happy and
that you are beginning to de some work.

And may God bless you and keep you always.

Every your faithful uncle
Kabhlil Gibran

) 114
Twitter: @ketab_n
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76 Tyler Street
Boston, Massachusetts
(Postmarked July 25, 1921 - Boston)

Dear sweet Mariita,

Please forgive me for not writing sooner. I left New York about two
weeks ago in a physical condition the like I have never known. I am still
ill, yet infinitely better than I expected to be in such a short time.

No, Mariita, I am not a bad uncle. I am only unfortunate at times. It
seems to me that you should understand. You should understand even my
long silences. you know how dear your are to me - and when I do not write
it does not mean that you are less dear; it only means that I am either ill or
something just as pardonable.

But tell me about you. Are you well and happy? Have you really dis-
owned your old sick uncle? Do let me know all about it.

Ever your loving
Uncle Gibran

A
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Monday
(Postmarked September 26, 1921)

Dear Princess Mariita,

Atlast I am in New York, and what a restless city it is . But I am glad
to be back. The only thing one can do outside of New York is to be lazy -
and there is nothing more tiresome than laziness?.

No matter what you say about school I shall always believe that it is
good for you! Some birds need cages, and some free souls need chains!
And do not forget that you are going to college. The song-bird in you must
have a golden cage.

Do telephone me soon. I want to see you and hear all your news. And
if I can help in any way I shall be happy to listen to your pantomime. And
perhaps we might plan a tea party.

Always your loving uncle
Gibran

) \W¢
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Tuesday
(Postmarked August 3, 1926 - Boston)

Dear, dear Mariita,

Please forgive me for not writing sooner. I have not been well but I am
much better now, and all will be well if you could be patient a little longer.
Whatever happens you must be always «Our little Lady of Understand-
ing». Letters or no letters, you must always hear my voice in your silent
hours. And you must always know that I love the child of my heart, and
that I bless her every hour of the day. I am going to the country for two or
three days; but I do not think it is more comfortable there than it is here.
None the less, it will be greener.

And may the days and the nights sing in your dear dear heart.

K. G

Please write to me often.

\VY
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Monday
(Postmarked August 9, 1926 - Boston)

Your letters, dear Mariita, are so sweet . They give me joy and com-
fort, and I bless you for them.

I am really resting, and I feel better today than I have felt for a lbng
time. In a few days I shall go to the country. And I am sure the sea and the
green forest will be kinder to me than the cities.

I am more than sorry to hear of your mothers finger, and I hope it will
be well soon. She is such a sweet spirit, and I want you to remember me
affectionately to her. '

Unfortunately the drawing of «The Prophet» has not been found. The
man in whose charge it was is almost a nervous wreck and I really feel sorry
for him. Yet the drawing should be found, and if (it) is not the publishers
should do something to please the people who bought two years again
(ago).

Write to me, dear, dear-child, when you can.

And may God bless you, and may life sing in your heart.

. VAN
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Tuesday
(Postmarked August 17, 1926 - Boston)

So now you do not want to be a « sweet child ». But you are a sweet
child whether you like it or not. Of course you are trying quite hard to be a
grown-up, fullfledged woman; and I fear you will not succeed until I leave
this world for another world.

Yet, child or woman, you are quite lovable, and in spite of everything,
I shall have to watch aver-you. I might be a Dutch uncle once in a while,
but I think you will' be dble to'bear it very nicely!

I am not well, dear Mariita. There is something fundamentally wrong
in my physical being. I need a long rest in a different country, in a silent
land where one could only hear the voice of the great Unknown.

May God bless you, beloved Mariita, and may life sing in your heart.

K.G

\Ae
Twitter: @ketab_n
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Friday
(Postmarked August 27, 1926 - Boston)

Now listen, Mariita: you must not worry about me, and you must not
be troubled about anything concerning me as a man or an uncle or a friend.
To be sure, I was a very sick man when I left New York ; but I was fortun-
ate enough in finding a good doctor who not only understands me physical-
ly but who knew and was intersted in my work. I am infinitely better now,
but I must stay here as long as the good doctor wishes me to stay. I can rest
here simply because I can be alone and quiet. We have no telephone, and
my sister takes care of visitors.

Now let us for a moment deal with something more important. What
do you mean by saying that you «have been defeated at every turn late-
ly »? You know quite well that you are not defeated in any shape or man-
ner. It is only the child in you that would cry and talk of defeat. A woman
to whom God has given much, and in whose hand and heart God has put
so much does not speak of defeat, and would not whine nor would she
bend her head.

It makes no difference how long I am to stay here; and it makes no dif-
ference what Jean says or what John does not say. You are to be your real
self. Dream your dreams, and do the little work you would do, and be
grateful that you can dream and work. And for the sake of all the sweet
.angels, do not say that your heart is « in tiny pieces ». your heart is a great
big wholesome world - or it is not a heart at all.

Please be cheerful, Mariita, and know in the depth of your soul that
life is beautiful and that all is well.

Your ever loving
K. G

Twitter: @ketab_n VA4
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Wednesday
(Postmarked Septe,ber 8, 1926 - Boston)

I am so sorry, dear Mariita, to hear that you have had a cold. You
should not have gone out in the rain. But who in the world can say to you
what you should or should not do? You can be quite naughty!

I too am still trying to get well, and I assure you that it is a dull occupa-
tion. «The exact nature of the malady» is this: all the joints in my body
ache. Sometimes I can hardly walk. And though the doctors say that I shall
be well in due time I am getting quite restless. They are trying electricity
on me and it is not so bad. One must be patient.

And now let me tell you, Mariita, that in handling your problem, you
must never be rash. I do not see the reason for « rushing things ». you will
never know «where you stand» if you insist on knowing. When the right
time comes life itself will tell you where you stand and where you do not
stand. If I were you I would wait for life to speak.

Please be well and happy, and our God bless you.
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Tuesday
(postmarked September 28, 1926)

Yes, sweet dear Mariita, I have been silent, but I had, and still have,
much to say to you. In a few days, I shall return to New York and you and I
shall have long talks, and I am sure that we can make so many things clear
which we can (not) do by writing. The written work is half dumb at its best.

I feel much better now, but not quite well, and I am told that I must
continue to rest, both mentally and physically a (few) months longer. I am
even'told that 1 should try and escape the New York winter and go
somewhere else - perhaps to Forida.

I shall telephone you as soon as I get home with the hope of seeing you
that very evening. It will be either Friday or Saturday. I shall be so happy
to see you, sweet Mariita.

Withe blessings upon your dear head.

Your loving
K.G

144
Twitter: @ketab_n



* w—
.
(4

M « . KL
A
Ml ok 1.4/ Aﬂ_: .
7 /L._.,l el fathen
(Mo, bt Aol //.:'_[
weee, and 9 oL e
AT T aemnt Combinin

—
/e

."S

v

/lo~ Aeat , LK s

Twitter: @ketab_n




Mf—-es -
Aserrn/liy ;‘g'h- . ?M Loalae
) KT 9 spe 7
ad 14—4—% A" Yoo~ 9,,,/‘
lre — /aué.-z,:; Jo Plornctn
Q@ shacec lelapohigrn g
&9 Neovir & 9;0{—’ 44‘»«.4
AT Thn "
P wree ~ ettt :7,“-

bk e 4777 /60T e« ]a-.,.,

Aeneet Peaata .
gow  Man hedd !

Twitter:

@lcetab_n




NAXY Sl 3y 0 @

ool e

o 3 STL L OV 8 el CasT L Y gl OF 2o o f
r.lé.u(..l.\il‘_il.:b C@rd G Al sl e sae Gy s
Y el 05T Lakie o JLAN G B, O Tt Lol
rm‘d&t’ub}h‘sbb‘g}&

qh}.Q}MT&WL_;:}SCJULa}@lSW)?bEJﬁ.J\
.,lwl‘_jCL?,;Jstdz;.sk,;l.\.\,_ﬁﬂ;@u

Vi 1502 Y O § gy oabiess Ao Ty s 5
s&a@f&y;fﬁo‘&bﬁ}ﬁ‘

C_J‘t\-m—-ui)}f_ﬁd‘,stﬂﬂ)ﬁ}fi)lﬁ)@ﬁb“ljﬁuwis
.WOT@&&JQ@J\;@V\C,@}‘Q@A)Eg.;s%gj\sg.i\(l

s Gl By COpmy) Ll do uds of S o f

o\ Say o
Tt

144
Twitter: @ketab_n



(Postmarked April 6, 1927)

My dear Mariita,

Please forgive me for not writing sooner. I have not been well, and 1
have had a number of strange problems on my mind. And, as most of my
friends know, Iam,at my best, the worst letter writer in the world. My si-
lence, as a rule, is always more telling.

Mrs. Jacobs has done and is still doing very fine work. And she is such
a dear friend. She deserves all the success in the world.

I am so glad you are working. It seems to me that there is nothing
worth while but work. All else is nothing but a slow death.

Do telephone me when (you) come to visit New York. I shall be glad
to hear all the things you have been doing and all the things you desire to
do.

Please remember me to Mr. Lawson, and believe that I am always,

Your devoted friend
K. G
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Tuesday
(Postmarked August 7, 1928 - Boston)

Dear Mariita,

I have been very ill here and in New York during the past two months,
and I am still unable to move about. I hope you will understand. If it were
not for a good sister and a good doctor it would have been impossible for
(me) to even write this note. But I think that the cool weather will bring me
some comfort.

Of course, I am most intersted in what the angels will soon bring to
you and your husband. I pray God that all shall be well with you.

Your devoted friend
Kahlil G
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— Kahlil Gibran : A Self- Portrait Translated from the Arabic and edited by
Anthony R. Ferris. London, William He_:inemann, 1960
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— The love Letters of Kahlil Gibran and Mary Haskell, arranged and edited by
Annie Salem Otto, Houston, Annie Salem Otto, 1964.

Y4
Twitter: @ketab_n



— Beloved Prophet: The love letters of Kahlil Gibran and Mary Haskell, and her
private journal. Edited and arranged by Virginia Hilu,New York, Alfred A.
Knoph, 1972.

— Unpublished Gibran Letters to Ameen Rihani, translated with an introduction by
Suheil Badi Bushrui, Beirut, World Lebanese Cultural Union 1972.

— I Care about your Happiness, Quotations From the Love Letters of Kahlil Gibran
and Mary Haskell, Selected by Susan Polis Schutz and Nancy Hoffman, Boulder,
Blue Mountain Arts. 1976.

g A
— Khalil Gibran :La voix ailée, Lettres 3 May Ziadé, traduites de I'arabe et

présentées par Salma Haffar AI’Kouzbari et Suheil Boushrui, La Bibliothéque
Arabe Sindbad - Paris, 1982.
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— Kahlil Gibran, His Background, Character and works by Professer Khalil G.

Hawi, American University of Beirut, 1963.

— The Art of Kahlil Gibran, Annie Salem Otto, Port Arthur, Texas, Hinds Printing
Company, 1965.

— KahlilGibran:His Life and World, by Jean Gibran an Kahlil Gibran, Boston, New
York Graphic Society, 1974.

— Gibran of Lebanon, Suheil Badi Bushrui, and Paul Goteh,Librairie du Liban
1975.

— Kahlil Gibran His life and his works, by Mikhail Naimy,Nowfal Publishers,
Beirut, Lebanon.

— Luttes et Triomphe de Gibran, Une étude sur sa vie, son cuver et son message,

Editions Orient- Occident, Beyrouth, Liban par Mansour Challita.

— La vie et L’euvre Littéraire de Gibran Khalil Gibran, par Antoine Gattas Karam.
Dar an-Nahar, Beyrouth 1981.
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